
The 2008-2009 school year has been an
exciting one on many fronts.  This Annual
Report highlights the activities of the
Learning Center.  Each of the activities
meets a Library Guideline and Benchmark
or indicator and is so designated at the end
of each entry.  Also included in this report
are the statistics for this year which are
found in the attachments.

Learning Center:  2009 Ohio School
Library of Distinction!
This is the first year
the Ohio
Educational Library
Media Association
(OELMA) annually
recognized
noteworthy individual school library media
centers or entire districts with noteworthy
school library media centers in the state of
Ohio for their achievements.  On June 8,
2009, we received commendations from the
Board of Education for this recognition.  In
addition, Susan received a Board of
Education commendation for her Award of
Merit. The Award of Merit honors media
specialists who have distinguished
themselves in the educational library/media
profession. Honorees have provided notable
service and significant contributions to
education, while actively participating in
OELMA.

Parent Workshops
Our goal this year was to show parents and
caregivers how they can best support their
children’s learning at Upper Arlington High
School.  This year’s Parent Workshops
focused on: INFOhio Databases; Research
Process Model; Media Literacy in the Age of
Participatory Media with Professor David
Staley; Technology:  ItÕs More Than
Computers with Carol Craven; and the Perils
of Plagiarism. The workshops were held in
the Learning Center classroom and CLFF
from 7:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. We provided
pamphlets at Parent Open House in
September and also had pamphlets
available on JoAnn Bigham’s reception desk
throughout the year.  Given the busy
schedules we all lead, attendance at these
workshops is poor.  Our plan for next year is
to change our focus and invest our energies
in faculty and staff workshops.

Volunteers Matter
Thanks to Library Advisory Committee
member and parent volunteer, Amy
Armstrong, we had a core group of 18
parent volunteers who undertook all kinds of
projects from handing our supplies to
students and checking closed reserve carts
in and out to cleaning and organizing
cupboards.  Marilyn Paulsen is an invaluable
volunteer – whether it’s shelving books or
organizing the videos and periodicals – she
is on top of it!  Throughout the year, Judy
supervised the Circulation Desk volunteers
and Laura supervised the LC Workroom
volunteers.  On June 2, we held a Volunteer
Luncheon in the LC Classroom for parent
volunteers and each volunteer received a
loaf of Fresh Harvest bread.
This year we had 20 LC Helpers.  Some of
the students worked for credit; others for
service hours.  We had some standout LC
Helpers this year.

Library Guideline:   Library Management
Benchmark:  Engage education
stakeholders in the process of identification
of essential school library services

School Library Media SpecialistsÕ
Professional and Community Activities
for 2008-2009

Susan Yutzey
Kent State University 21st Century Skills Workshop
(Kent) for graduate credit;
AASL Fall Forum (Chicago);
Ohio Educational Library Media Association Annual
Conference (Columbus);
eTech Ohio Conference (Columbus);
C4T 3-day Workshop (Columbus)
IBMYP 21st Century Skills Forum (Bexley)
IBMYP Librarian Workshop (Boston)
Wright State University instructor for the OELMA
Central Region workshops;
Secretary for the Ohio Educational Library Media
Association (OELMA) through December 2008;
Teacher Leader (with Laura Piazza) for the school
library media specialists;
UASD District Strategic Plan 2 Action Team Co-chair
Matt McCoy Selection Committee UAHS;
National History Day Judge, UAHS;
Chaperoned Homecoming Dance
Committee participation:  Schedule Review Committee,
Building Technology, Department Chair, Building
Planning Team, IBMYP Planning Committee

Laura Piazza
Kent State University 21st Century Skills Workshop
(Kent) for graduate credit;
AASL Fall Forum (Chicago);
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Ohio Educational Library Media Association Annual
Conference (Columbus);
eTech Ohio Conference (Columbus);
C4T 3-day Workshop (Columbus)
Moodle Workshop for graduate credit
6 OELMA Central Region workshops;
Presenter at OELMA Central Region workshop;
Attended 1 OCC Librarians Meeting;
IBMYP Forum (Worthington);
Teacher Leader (with Susan Yutzey) for the school
library media specialists;
National History Day Judge, UAHS
1st Annual Freshman Chili Cook-off;
Upper Arlington/Grandview Relay for Life Luminaria
Chair;
Committee participation:  Building Technology, IBMYP
Planning Committee, UASD District Strategic Plan 2
Action Team

Library Guideline:  Library Management
Benchmark:  Identify and participate in
library-oriented professional
development activities.

Fundraising & Grants
In an effort to expand the Learning Center’s
collection to make resources more
accessible we applied for two PTO Mini-
grants and were awarded monies for the
purchase of PlayAways.  A PlayAway is a
self-playing digital audio book that comes
pre-loaded on a small storage device.  Each
PlayAway can hold content that ranges from
6 to 24 hours of play time.  The PlayAway
device was designed with a universal
headphone jack to work with almost any
type of headphone, speaker, or car adapter.

  Staying Fat for Sarah Burns  PlayAway

Library Guideline:  Library-based
Technology  Benchmark:  Provide
assistive technologies to make all library
services accessible to staff and students.

Reading Initiatives
Teen Week Favorite Book Contest winners
were all seniors:  Ben for  Watchmen ; Rose
for The Color Purple ; Jen
for Where the Wild  Things
Are ; Elizabeth for Nineteen
Minutes ; Kersey for Secret
of the Old Clock ; Jessica
for Holes ; and Hunter for
Fight Club . This year’s
faculty committee read over
120 Teen Read Favorite
Book Contest essays.  A reception honoring

the students was held on December 7.
Frank Tuttle took the photographs and
designed the posters.  Ellen Seeburger, YA
librarian at Upper Arlington Public Library,
joined us for the reception.  Patrons at the
public library can also enjoy the posters.
Posters and essays also appear on the LC
website.

Library Guideline:   Literacy and Reading
Support   Benchmark:  Participate in
state and national reading activities such
as Teen Read Week.

YA Authors, Chris Crutcher and John
Green Visit UAHS
This year was a banner
year for author visits to
the high school, funded
by PTO Mini-grants and
Kip Greenhill.  On
September 11, author
Chris Crutcher addressed freshmen in the
auditorium, followed by a book signing.  The
afternoon provided opportunities for Chris to
work with up to 25 students in 2 small writing
workshops.  John Green, author of 3 award-
winning books as well as a popular online
blog, addressed IB/AP students on October
20 on the issue of censorship as well as
other topics.  The author visit was provided
courtesy of Green’s publisher as part of a
multi-city tour to promote his new book,
Paper Towns , and Cover to Cover
Bookstore.

Book Clubs Resurrected
Books and Bagels is a joint venture with the
UAPL’s Young Adult Librarian, Ellen
Seeburger, and UAHS.  Once a month at
7:00 a.m. students meet to discuss a book
that they have selected.  Seeburger, through
a grant from the UAPL Friends of the
Library, is able to provide the books as well
as the bagels, cream cheese, and juice.

During Spring Quarter teachers gathered
around the table in the LC Workroom to eat
lunch and discuss Tony Wagner’s book,
Global Achievement Gap.  The book details
the seven survival skills that students will
need to participate in a global economy and
why are students may not succeed.  One
participant reflected that the book alone was
very thought provoking, offering many ideas
for improvement to her teaching.  She also



enjoyed the dialogue in the 2 meetings, as
participants disagreed respectfully on how
the information in the book would alter
perceptions of classroom performance.  The
debate over the importance of content of the
discipline versus the process of learning
also arose.

Library Guideline:  Literacy and Reading
Support:  Indicator:  Facilitate linkages to
reading activities .

21st-Century Will Redefine the Skills and
Talents Needed to Succeed
On May 12, as one of the Co-chairs for the
District Strategic Plan Action Team 2, I had
the opportunity to attend a dinner with Ken
Kay, President of the Partnership for 21st

Century Skills.  Ken raised eight key
questions that centered on the readiness of
our students to participate in the 21st century
workforce.

• Are our students technology and information
literate?;

• Are our students critical thinkers and problem
solvers?;

• Are our students creative and innovative?;
• Are our students able to collaborate?;
• Are our students able to communicate?;
• Are our students self-directed?;
• Are our students able to adapt and be

flexible?;
• Are our students globally aware?

These are the questions that will be posted
throughout the Learning Center next year as
we focus on ways to instruct and assess
students in collaboration with teachers.

Through our collaborations with FLC
teachers, we work with students to introduce
them to the array of information sources; the
tools to use each source; and the framework
to analyze, organize, and transform the
information. One of the highlights of this
instructional process was to work with Deb
Buchholtz and Caryl Angelos in scoring the
final research piece which was a 1950s
magazine.

The Technology Committee, under the
leadership of Jay Powell, continues to
support the Learning Center’s efforts to
provide quality online databases for students
and teachers.  In Spring 2008, the
Committee funded eLibrary Curriculum
Edition and NewsBank:  Access World
News.  In addition, 53 percent of the LC’s
budget this year went to the purchase of

quality subscription databases such as:
Oxford’s African American Studies Center;
American Women’s History Online; Bloom’s
Literary Reference Online; CIAO; CQ
Researcher; CQ Congress Collection; CQ
Supreme Court Collection; CQ Encyclopedia
of American Government; CQ Weekly; CQ
Congress and the Nation; Congressional
Digest Pro-Con Online; CountryWatch;
Greenwood Daily Life Online; Hotchalk NBC
News Archives; Opposing Viewpoint
Resource Center; Oxford’s Grove Art
Online; Oxford’s Grove Music Online; Oxford
Language Dictionary Online; Pop Culture
Universe; Science Resource Center; and
Student Resource Center Gold. Through
district educational technology funds
students were able to access AccuNet
Multimedia Archives; Annals of American
History; BrainPop; Britannica Online School
Edition; CultureGrams; MAPS 101; and
Questia. Usage statistics are included in
Attachment 2.  The Learning Center is a
24/7 virtual library when you see that 25
percent of the usage for NewsBank:  Access
World News is between 7 p.m. and 7 a.m.;
59 percent between 4 p.m. and 7 a.m.

GoogleDocs Survey for Teachers
To assess the use of the online subscription
databases, we designed an online survey for
teachers using GoogleDocs.  It’s critical that
teachers enable students to create and use
online resources to facilitate inquiry as one
way in which to create a powerful student-
centered 21st century learning environment.
Twenty-six teachers responded to the
survey.  Five of the teachers responded that
they do not feel comfortable accessing and
navigating databases.  So we have our jobs
cut out for us next year – how can teachers
create powerful student-centered 21st

century learning environments when they
(and here we have to assume it’s these 5
teachers and the 90 plus who didn’t respond
to the survey) don’t feel confident in using or
teaching just one of the eleven
competencies required to create a powerful
student-centered 21st century learning
environment?

Moodle:  Wave of the Future?
Defined as a course management system,
we were quick to see the wonderful
application of Moodle in our teaching.  With
the help of the 21st Century Integration



Coaches, we developed a Moodle page for
the Freshman Research Project.  This
enabled students to see the lesson and to
access handouts.  Several classes reflected
on their research experience using the blog
we created. In addition, we created a
Moodle page for the Sophomore National
History Day.  The page included links to
helpful Learning Center databases as well
as credible and reliable web sites.

A number of the teachers who responded to
the GoogleDocs survey indicated that they
would like to receive online instruction on
databases.  Could Moodle be the venue?
Stay tuned.

Library Guideline:  Collection
Development and Curriculum
Benchmark:  Provide access to resources
located within and outside the walls of
the school building.

OhioLINK Ð Key to Learning about
Academic Libraries
One of the Library Guidelines emphasizes
the need for students to be familiar with
different kinds of libraries.  As the only high
school selected to participate in this 2-year
pilot project, we were thrilled with the first
year’s usage.  Open to IB and AP students
with parental permission, being part of
OhioLINK enables our students and staff to
borrow materials from any Ohio college or
university library in the state as well as the
State Library of Ohio and Westerville and
Cuyahoga public libraries.  Thirty-three
students and twelve faculty checked out 208
items from 47 different college libraries in
Ohio.  Anecdotally, students and faculty
thought it was a tremendous resource; some
referred to it as “magic!”

Library Guideline: Information Literacy
Indicator:  Access academic (college and
university) libraries for advanced
information on an academic subject.

Developing a Research Process Model:
Notes from the Field
By 11th grade, students in all Ohio schools
should be familiar with a research process
model and be able to articulate their own
research process.  As part of a pre-
assessment for the Capstone position

paper, we asked Ms. Santer’s 12th grade
students to explain the process.  The most
pervasive research strategy is:  “Pick a
topic; Google topic; write paper” or “Get
overview on Wikipedia; get sources on
Google/Yahoo; determine if it’s a quality
source; put the info in my paper.”  At the
conclusion of the research process, Ms.
Santer asked her students to describe their
research process.  Very few students said
that they applied the same strategy as
identified in the pre-assessment.  For most
students learning to find credible sources
was a key.
“When researching, I feel I have improved my
techniques. When trying to find a credible source, I
wonÕt just Google, but other search engines that help
me find articles or books that are more beneficial, like
Questia or INFOhio.  In addition, I now backtrack from
the site by eliminating the ends of the url to find where
the site originated in addition to finding the credibility of
the author. “
Although many of Ms. Santer’s seniors could
not articulate a research process as defined
by Jamie McKenzie, they did understand the
significance of credibility of sources and
citing sources.  The importance of
understanding and following a research
process cannot be overlooked.  Some
preliminary research findings suggest that
students who have a structured research
process are more successful in undertaking
research independently in college.  Marlene
Asselin (2000) discusses the importance of
surveying students about their conceptions
of research.  Meetings with each student to
discuss where he/she feels support is
needed should follow.  Individual action
plans are then developed.  Research is not
intuitive; however, many teachers feel that
as long as students are on task students’
skills must be in place (Pitts 1995 in
Asselin). Our goal this year will be to work
with teachers in scaffolding research
instruction so that by 11th grade students
can clearly articulate their research process.
Library Guideline:  Information Literacy:
Benchmark:  Apply a research process
model to conduct research and meet
information needs.
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