Daily Grades (DG)

You will be given a “daily grade” (DG) based on
your participation in class. You will receive at least one
grade per day in music. On the days that activities are not
graded, a “daily grade” is given as an indication of your
effort in class. These are important grades since projects
are often ongoing and receive a grade only after several
days of work. Furthermore, many activities require group
involvement and your participation is necessary for
success. “Daily grades” are an indication for you and your
parents of how you are doing each and every day in class.

Following is a holistic scoring guide for daily
class grades. Take a moment to become familiar with the
descriptions for each of the point categories. It’s
recommended that you and your parents use Powerschool
to keep track of your progress. If you are consistently
scoring less than 7 points per day, see Mr. A. for
suggestions on how to improve.

*Daily Grade (DG) Holistic Scale*
Demonstrates:
9/10 points: Excellent effort. Is always ready with an
answer; typically on task; self-motivated; respectful of
others; little or no talking out of turn.

7/8 points: Good effort. Usually but not always ready
with an answer; mostly on task; needs few reminders to get
work done; some talking out of turn.

5/6 points: Some effort but needs to improve. Often
not ready with an answer; needs some reminders to stay on
task; regularly talks out of turn.

3/4 points: Little effort . Sometimes doesn’t know what
the question is; needs frequent reminders to stay on task;
excessive talking is a minor disruption to the class.

1/2 points: Poor effort. Doesn’t know what we’re
discussing; is typically off task; excessive talking
distracts others.

0 points: No effort. Is not involved in the lesson; is a
significant distraction to others in the class.

Forget or lose your binder??? Nothing to write
with??? There will be a 5 point deduction for each day
either of these are not in class with you. Even if you don’t
have these things you are still expected to be involved in
the class to earn the remaining 5 points of the daily grade.

“AB” = absent. No point penalty/No points earned.
“UX” = unexcused absence. 0 points.
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Calendar Dates (all eventsunlessotherwisenoted,
are in the HastingsAuditoriumbeginningat 7:30 P.M.)

Aug. 22 First day for students

Sep. 3 Labor Day (no school)

Oct. 19 COTA Day (no school)

Oct. 25 End of 1st quarter

Oct. 26 Grading Day (no school)

Nov. 3 & 4 Fall drama production (time: TBA)

Nov. 14 6th grade choir concert

Nov. 21-25 Thanksgiving Break

Nov. 28 7th & 8th grade choir concert

Dec. 5 BAND CONCERT (all grades)

Dec. 19 Orchestra concert

Dec. 21 Hastings Holiday Celebration (all
school assembly in the morning)

Dec. 22 Winter Break begins

Jan. 7 Classes resume

Jan. 17 End of 2nd quarter

Jan. 18 Grading Day (no school)

Jan. 21 Martin Luther King Day

Feb. 15 No School

Feb. 18 Presidents’ Day (no school)

Mar. 2 All-City Band Concert (at U.A.H.S)

Mar. 8 & 9 Hastings Winter Musical (time: TBA)

Mar. 11 All-city Orchestra Concert (at U.A.H.S)

Mar. 14 Spring Break begins

Mar. 24 Classes resume

Mar. 31 End of 3rd quarter

Apr. 3 Grading Day (no school)

Apr. 4 Good Friday-No School

Apr. 18&19 OSTA String Festival

Apr. 23 BAND CONCERT (all grades)

Apr. 28-May 2 State Proficiency Testing

May 8 7th & 8th grade choir concert

May 14 Orchestra concert

May 20-23 8th grade in Washington D.C.

May 21 6th grade Choir Concert

May 26 Memorial Day (no school)

May 30 Hastings Variety Show

June 5 End of 4th quarter (last day )
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Welcome to the H.M.S. Music

You have chosen to be a part of a
challenging but rewarding course that will stretch
your thinking and tap into your creative potential in
ways you never thought possible! You will discover
the mystery behind great music and understand the
process to make it happen.

Why music? The answer may surprise you.
The Greeks taught it as one of the core subjects in the
schools. Noted psychologist Howard Gardner has
identified it as one of seven distinct types of
intelligence. It teaches important thinking skills
involving visual and auditory spacial relations. Want
more reasons?

Music is language Music allows us to
convey emotions with precision.

Music is psychologyThe emotions are
abstract. They are a reaction to the situations that
surround us. Music has the ability to help us process
and bring understanding to what we’re feeling.

Music is physical Moving to music is
hardwired into the most primitive parts of our brains.
Dancing is instinctive and good athletes are often
described has having a sense of rhythm.

Music is scienceand math Music is the
physics of sound and applied very precisely. Musical

notation quantifies the physical properties of sound on an

elaborate x,y graph (the staff) which allows us to design
theorems to understand and manipulate it.

Music is history. Music is the key to unlocking

the secrets of who we are, and who we were. Music
brings relevance to dates and names by allowing us to
explore the thoughts, feelings, and values of people in
time.

The study of music is creative,high-level
thinking. The study of music uses “synthesis” and
“evaluation” on a regular basis; requires self discipline to
create and perform; and it’s the perfect blend of
“cognitive,” “affective,” and “psychomotor” domains of
learning. All of these terms are widely accepted facts
behind learning and often talked about in teacher training
colleges; but they are curiously absent from discussions
in schools. If we really believe these to be true, then it
seems that music is the most effective, efficient, and
perhaps, important subject taught in schools. It is, at the
very least, one explanation as to why students of music
have better grades, achieve higher scores on standardized
tests, have a disproportionately high number of National

Merit scholars, and are coveted employees in business.

General Music at the middle school level is
instruction in the three “facets” of music: composition,
performance, audience (listener). These three facets can
be thought of as a triangle where each side touches or
influences the other. This triangle then exists within a
background of a culture which gives rise to the art of
music and, in a very relevant way, is a means to
understanding ourselves and people of all cultures, which
is becoming so important in an ever-shrinking world.

Adults and children alike spend a lot of time
and resources listening to music. It is, after all, a 60-
billion-dollar-a-year business. If for no other reason than
this, it only makes sense that we take a little time to
understand what we’re listening to.

I am glad you have chosen to be in
General Music and hope you will find it a
challenging and rewarding class that will help you
throughout your life.
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*Class Activities*
The activities will usually be made up of the following:

*A review of what was done the last class
*Continued reinforcement of previously learned skills, or
*Presentation of new information and/or skills
*An application of the new information or skills. This
would include doing activity worksheets, researching,

performing, listen and responding, writing, and/or
composing.)

*Home Activities*
Typically there is no homework for this class. A couple of
exceptions are listed below:

*Complete work that you don’t finish in class,

*Study for occasional quizzes and tests if you are not
confident about the information to be assessed.

Your Grade...

...will be based on how well you do the following. It’s not
difficult if you are paying attention, use your time wisely,
and stay organized.

*Complete in-class activities.
*Turn in written work on time.

*Prepare for quizzes and tests by staying involved in the
lesson and review at home if necessary.

*Keep a 3-ring binder containing everything presented in
class. Occasionally a grade will be given simply for
having the binder with you. Think of it as an easy A+ for
the day.

*Daily grades (see "Daily Grades" for an explanation),

Class Supplies for General Music
*3 ring notebook (at least 1” rings)
*Pencils

*notebook paper in the binder
(10-15 sheets)

*6th and 7th graders will need a Recorder.
(“C-Soprano,” Cambridge fingering system.)

The Recorder may be borrowed at no cost or
purchased through the school. If purchased,
the cost is about $6. You are also welcome
to bring one you already own or purchase
one from a music store. Yamaha makes a
great student model. Details and deadlines
will come later.

soptional: 7th & 8th graders are welcome to
purchase the music theory workbook used in
both grades. While not required, it may help
with organization and convenience. It can
be purchased through the school or through
most music stores. It is not needed at the
start of the year so details will come later.



